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 
5th Grade Spanish 
25 Students  
1 Health Impaired Student 
3 Cognitive Disabled Students 
Classroom Aide 
 

Class Environment 



 
Learning Objectives 

Fundamental 

• Students will be 
able to name days 
of the week  in 
Spanish. 

 
• Students will be 

able to name the 
months of the 
year in Spanish. 

Standard 

• Students will be 
able to form simple 
sentences with the 
days of the week in 
Spanish.  

 
• Students will be 

able to tell the date 
in the correct 
format in Spanish. 

Enhanced 

• Students will be able 
to ask and answer 
what the date is in 
Spanish. 

 
• Students will be able 

to ask and answer 
questions about 
their birthday in 
Spanish. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In my learning objectives, I try to tier the lessons so that the students all walk away with a level appropriate information.  

Fundamental:  The students who are at a fundamental level should be able to at least be able to recite the days of the week and the months of the year.  The months are mostly cognates (words that sound similar in both languages).  

Standard:  The students who are at a standard level should be able to form a simple sentence in Spanish using the days of the week by using the phrase “Hoy es…” (Today is…) and inserting the correct day of the week in the blank.  They should also be able to give the date in the correct format of day number de (of) month de (of) year. An example of this would be el dos de diciembre de dos mil trece. (2nd of December of 2013).  They should be able to plug in the information into the format given to them.

Enhanced:  The students who are at the enhanced level should be able to ask each other what the date is in Spanish and answer in a full sentence.  They should also be able to ask and answer about when their birthday is in Spanish.  These students should be able to formulate full sentences with the material they are given.
 



 
Smartboard (in place of PowerPoint) 
 

Verbal/Physical 
 

Demonstration 
 

Visual & Written Instructions 
 

Flexibility of Lesson 

Principles of U.I.D. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each lesson that is designed using Universal Instructional Design is created to reach every student in the room, not just the average students.

Components Used:

Smartboard: I use the Smartboard Notebook Software to write the notes and it allows me to save the file for later access.  This way, if my health impaired student needs to leave for the nurse, I can print them out the notes and give them to her.  

Verbal/Physical:  Having a background in Sign Language, I use both verbal and physical cues to help the students when we are learning material in Spanish.  For example, in this lesson, we try to find words that sound similar in Spanish and English to create a connection for the students to remember.  In another lesson where I am talking about classroom objects, I point or walk over to the object and hold it up for the students to see as a physical cue for them as I say the name of the item in Spanish to give them an association.   

Demonstration: When asking questions and giving answers, I always provide examples of what I am looking for so the students understand the concept of how the answer should look with that specific question.

Visual & Written Instructions: When handing out a worksheet, I have the students follow along with the instructions written as I read them out loud to ensure that I have reached as many of the students as possible.

Flexibility of Lesson: When planning a lesson, I always allow extra time in the lesson in case there is an issue with the students struggling to understand the material.  I am well aware that sometimes the material can be overwhelming so I always try to find a point where I know I can split it if necessary to ensure that all the students are understanding the lesson.  




 
 Fundamental: 
 Worksheet with a partner on days of the weeks and 

dates. 
 Play Sparkle with days/months words. 

Activities 

 Standard: 
 Individual worksheet on days of the weeks and dates. 
 Play Baseball. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Fundamental:  The students can work together to figure out the day/date worksheet.  By working together, they can use each other’s strengths of the language to figure out the answers.  In addition to that, the students can play Sparkle with the days of the week and months of the year words.  This game can help the students sound out the words so that they can better pronounce them and they will learn how to spell them.  


Standard: The students will be expected to complete the worksheet on days and dates individually.  Once they are done, the students can play Baseball.  This game allows the students to be the judges and take the information they have learned in the lesson and test their classmates by “pitching” questions to each other.  The students can score “runs” by answering questions and “running the bases”.  

**All the above games can be modified to include any sort of disability.  Ex:  the students are allowed to write or sign the letters in Sparkle if they are deaf, have a “pinch” writer if they are unable to write, etc.  



 
Activities (cont.) 

 Enhanced: 
 Toss a globe around asking and answering questions 

in Spanish. 
 Play Down the River. 

Technology: 
 Use the Internet to play Scatter, a matching game on 

Quizlet.com 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Enhanced: The enhanced students, having the questions about the date and their birthdays, will be tossing around a stuffed globe which will let them practice their fluency and pronunciation of the words as well as practicing conversation skills.  They will also be playing Down the River, which is a team board race that allows the students to practice the vocabulary and answering questions.

Technology: The students can use the Smartboard and the website quizlet.com to play a game called Scatter.  The students can take turns trying to get the best time.  The Smartboard can be lowered to accommodate someone in a wheelchair and a blind student could use the computer with the mouse to have the words read to them as they go so they can match them.  



 
Autistic:  Notes are written on Smartboard; Sparkle 

game . 
 
Cognitive: Provide cloze worksheet for note 

taking. 
 
Health Impaired: Provide a copy of the notes in 

the event the student needs to go to the nurse. 
 
 

Adapted Materials 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Autistic:  For any autistic students I may have, having the notes presented visually as well as verbally will be helpful for them.  This will aid them in learning the information better as well as make it less confusing for them.  The Sparkle game will be beneficial for the autistic students since it emphasizes peer interaction throughout the game as well as the fact that it has consistent and clear rules about how the student should conduct themselves during the game.

Cognitive:  For the cognitive students, it may be too much for them to have to take all the notes on the board in addition to trying to pay attention to the verbal notes.   As a solution to this, I can provide a cloze worksheet of the notes for these students so they are not struggling to keep up with the notes, especially since sometimes their handwriting is not neat and they may have trouble holding the pencil correctly which could slow them down. 

Health Impaired:  With any health impaired students I have, I always will provide a copy of the notes in the event the student needs to go to the nurse unexpectedly.  For example, if my diabetic student has low blood sugar, the student will have to go to the nurse and be there until they are regulated, missing class.  In this event, I am able to print out the notes on my Smartboard and give them to the student so they are not behind.

   



 
Autistic: Communication in the target language. 

 
Cognitive: Difficulty writing, struggles to 

remember and pronounce vocabulary. 
 

Health Impaired: Chronic nurse trips interrupt 
the flow of class for the student, therefore missing 
material.  
 
 

Limitations 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Autistic: An autistic student may struggle in a foreign language class since it is a high communication class.  The students are expected to speak with each other and with the teacher in the target language.  Having communication limitations could frustrate the student. 

Cognitive: The cognitively disabled student may have a problem writing in the target language since they have trouble writing and holding a pencil properly.  Also, they could potentially shut down at some point since they could get discouraged they cannot remember and pronounce the vocabulary correctly, fearing ridicule from peers.  

Health Impaired:  Depending on the health issue, for example diabetes, the student could be frequently leaving class which would interrupt the learning of the material since they are missing so much teacher directed instruction.  While the student would be getting the notes, they will be missing the face time using the target language in class which could cause them to fall behind. 




 
Autism: Give opportunities for peer interaction and 

keep consistent routines. 
 

Emotional: Positive reinforcement and allow self-
selected partners 
 

Health Impaired: Be in contact with parents to be 
aware of student limitations. Allow student to go to 
nurse as needed. 

Teaching Strategies 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Autism:  By giving the student opportunities for peer interaction, it allows them to see good models of what appropriate language, social and behavioral skills they should be using.  In addition to that, the teacher should also keep consistent routines for an autistic student.  If there is a change in routine, for example, an assembly, the student should be told beforehand so they know what to expect. 

Emotional: For students with different emotional disorders, positive reinforcement will give the student a sense of comfort and ease in the classroom.  Also, allowing students self selected partners will let students who have anxiety or a social phobia to have a higher level of comfort in the classroom with someone they feel at ease with.  

Health Impaired:  While a health impairment does inhibit the student’s learning in some ways, one strategy that the teacher can use is to maintain contact with the parents and nurse to be aware of the students limitations in class.  If there are certain activities the student cannot perform due to their health impairment, the teacher will be aware of it beforehand and be able to adjust the lesson accordingly.  Also, the student will always have access to the nurse when needed.  
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